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Schools Competition

“Waste Prevention in Yerevan: Eco-Youth Applies
Refuse-Reuse-Recycle Principles”

HAZARDOUSWM.EU

This educational-creative teams’ competition is organized
under the EU-granted project “Capital Cities Collaborating
on Common Challenges in Hazardous Waste
Management - Yerevan, Warsaw, Tirana” (NEAR-
TS/2019/412-943) in collaboration with the Yerevan
Municipality, aimed at raising awareness and enhancing
citizens’ participation in waste prevention and improved
management.

§1 General conditions and goals of competition

1.This statute of the educational-creative teams’
competition for schools ,Waste Prevention in Yerevan:
Eco-Youth Applies Refuse-Reuse-Recycle Principles”
(hereafter “the Competition” and “the Statute”),
determines the goals, the way of implementation, and
terms and conditions of the Competition under the EU-
funded project “Capital Cities Collaborating on Common
Challenges in Hazardous Waste Management -
Yerevan, Warsaw, Tirana” (hereafter as “the Project”).

2.The Competition is organized by the Project
implemented by "Investing Projects Implementation Unit
Building Up of Yerevan" CNCO, with its registered seat
in Yerevan, Kentron district, 44 Teryan str., 3" floor,
referred to as “the Organiser”, in cooperation with the
Education Department of Yerevan Municipality.

3.The Competition aims to pursue Project goals in terms
of education and social engagement improvement
among students of Yerevan primary and secondary
schools. This includes in particular:

¢ Developing capacity for proper household waste
management and increasing awareness of risks
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associated with this type of waste, including household
hazardous waste.

¢ Increasing awareness and sensitivity towards the
negative impact that waste has on humans and the
environment when disposed of improperly.

e Enhancing active, pro-environmental attitudes among
students of schools, especially towards proper
household waste management, enhancing the
motivation of citizens’ pro-environmental behaviors.

e Enhancing and embracing social engagement in proper
functioning and improving waste prevention and
management systems.

e Promoting waste reduction focusing on household
waste, including household hazardous waste.

¢ Improving rates of selective waste collection, especially
regarding proper household waste disposal.

e Promoting the 3Rs principles (Refuse, Reuse, Recycle),
including incentives to choose low-emission and
environmentally responsible recreation and leisure
activities.

§2 Subject of competition
1.During the Competition the best creative educational-
creative works (hereafter as “Competition Entry”) will be
selected. The Competition Entry should present at least
one of the following thematic features:

a. It shall draw attention to a particular problem with
household waste present in the city, district, or
neighborhood and highlight the associated risks.

b.It shall present an idea for a solution to a particular
problem related to household waste or propose a way of
effective prevention of the associated dangers.

c.It shall promote and enhance proper behaviours in
waste prevention, such as refuse, reuse, and
segregation/recycling, including the use of solutions and
infrastructure for proper household waste disposal
which are available locally.

2.The following types of works may be submitted as a
Competition Entry:

a.Educational and/or documentary elaboration
(educational programme and/or material, an analysis, a
presentation, a situational report, an issue report, etc.),
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b.Creative project or idea for waste management system
enhancement (e.g. a new functionality in the municipal
waste management system, a new device or appliance
to be constructed or installed, a new way of
communication or a plan for an awareness campaign, a
report on an implemented campaign, etc.),

c.Creative, artistic work with educational or awareness
aspects (e.g. an infographic, a poster, or a digital
production informing citizens how to properly deal with
household waste and why this is important, etc.).

A Competition Entry may also combine various aspects of
the works listed above (e.g. a detailed plan of a
communication campaign including artworks to be used
in such campaign) or fulfil the thematic requirements
listed in point 1 above differently.

3.The Competition Entry may be prepared in one of the
following forms (or similar):

a.Educational elaboration or feature: article, feature
(written, photojournalistic, audio or video records),
comic strip, infographic, educational folder, etc.;

b.Creative project or idea: slideshow, illustrated
description, digital or physical 3D model, mock-up, etc.;

c.Creative, artistic work with educational and awareness
aspects: poster (series of posters), animation, digital
artwork (series of artworks), infographic, comic strip,
video, performance (a script to be performed or a video
recording of an actual performance), collage, etc.

The Organiser declares openness to other possible forms
and encourages authors to adjust formal features to
their ideas and needs.

4.The Competition Entry should be in line with the
thematic requirements (as set in point 1 above), as well
as fulfil technical conditions and meet the criteria
determined by §3 (Terms and conditions of participation
and age groups) and §4 (Assessment criteria, scoring
and formal requirements).

5.The Competition Entry can be delivered:
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6.The role of the Mentor is to, above all:

a.help the Team understand the subject and rules of the
Competition, as well as, in cooperation with the school
principal, prepare the formal application to the
Competition;

b.support the Team in effective task division, work
planning and fulfilment of the technical requirements.
When needed, the Mentor should also help the Team in
finding a room suitable for group work and look after the
Team during such work;

c.help the Team find reliable sources of information and
knowledge;

d.supervise content creation for the Competition Entry to
make sure it is correct and substantive;

e.inspire and motivate the Team to work in a self-
sufficient way.

7.Every Team can submit only one Competition Entry and
within a single age group only.
8.Every student can be a member of one Team only.

9.The Teacher can be a mentor to more than one Team
(but not more than two Teams), also in case of Teams
competing in different age groups as well as
representing different schools, provided the Teacher is
employed in every one of those schools.

10. The Team and the Competition Entry it has
created are submitted by the principal of the respective
school (hereafter as “the Submitter”). For this purpose
the Submitter should fill in and send the Application
Form to the Organiser, along with the Consent of the
Submitter — both documents constitute Annex 1 to this
Statute.

11. The Submitter is allowed to submit multiple
Competition Entries in different age groups, but no more
than three entries to a single Age group. Every
Competition Every entry must be submitted on a
separate Application form with all required documents
attached (copies of signed originals are sufficient).

12. To participate in the Competition, the Participants
(Team Members and Team Mentors) need to sign a
consent to all the provisions of this Statute, including
those regarding the transfer of the copyright to the
Organiser as determined in §8 Copyright and other
provisions, as well as the declaration of having read the
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information regarding personal data processing. For this
purpose:

a.A Parent or Legal Guardian of a minor participant shall
fill in and sign the Consent for Participation in the
Competition and the Declaration of a Parent/Legal
Guardian of a minor Participant — both documents
constitute Annex 2 to the Statute.

b.Every adult participant (Team Mentor) shall fill in
Consent for Participation in the Competition and the
Declaration of a Participant — both documents constitute
Annex 2 to the Statute.

13. Consent to personal data processing and
acceptance of the Statute (including copyright transfer
to the Organiser, as determined in §8 Copyright and
other provisions) are voluntary but necessary to
participate in the Competition.

The Signed Application (the original) shall be retained by
the Submitter while copies of all required documents
(scans, PDFs) shall be delivered electronically to this
email address: hwmproject.2020@gmail.com with the
subject: “School Competition: 3R principles”

§4 Assessment criteria, scoring and formal
requirements
1.Competition Entries shall be assessed based on the
following criteria:
a.Content compliance with the Competition goals: 0-25
points, including
i. Topic selection and coverage: 0-10 points;
ii. Scope and correctness of information included:
0-10 points;
iii. Variety of the information sources referred to: 0-5
points;

b.Documentary, innovative persuasive aspects: 0—30
points, including:

i. Documentary value — if the entry has such
features: 0-10 points,

ii. Creativity of the solution presented — if the entry
has such features: 0-10 points,

iii. Persuasiveness and awareness-raising potential
— if the entry has such features: 0—10 points.
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c.Creativity of the presentation of the topic and key
messages: 0—15 points.
d.Work diligence and quality: 0-15 points.

e.Content relevance to the current local waste prevention
challenges, waste management system, and its
improvement: 0—15 points.

Maximum score: 100 points.

2.The acceptable file formats and the maximal size
(volume) of the Competition Entry are:

a. For texts and texts with pictures —up to a
maximum of 12,000 characters (including spaces) and
of 10 artwork pieces/pictures; the whole paper should fit
up to a maximum of 10 pages of A4 size, in print or
computer file. Acceptable file formats: .DOC, .DOCX,
.RTF, .PDF;

b. For slideshow — up to a maximum of 10 slides of
16:9 size, in print or in a digital file. Acceptable file
formats: .PDF, .PPT, .PPTX;

C. For graphics on paper — up to 5 sheets of max. A4
size or up to 3 sheets of max. A3 size or one sheet of
max. Al size. The orientation can be vertical or
horizontal; for multiple sheets, a mixed orientation is
allowed. The size for a given sheet limit is the
maximum, smaller sizes are allowed.

d. For graphics in computer files —up to 5
pages/screens of a resolution corresponding to max. A4
size or up to 3 pages/screens of a resolution
corresponding to max. A3 size or one sheet of a
resolution corresponding to max. Al size. The
orientation can be vertical or horizontal; for multiple
pages/screens mixed orientation is allowed. Resolution
within a given page/screen limit is the maximum,
smaller sizes are allowed. Acceptable file formats: .GIF,
JPG, .JPEG, .PDF, .PNG;

e. Audio and video recordings, animations — up to 5
minutes of a total recording time, which might be split
into a maximum of 5 separate parts (e.g. audio
recordings, short videos or animations). Acceptable file
formats: .3GP, .AVI, .AVIF, .ASF, .GIF, .MOV, .MP4,
.MPEG, .MPG, .WEPG, .WMA, .WMV - for video;
WAV, .MP3, .M4A, .AAC, .ADT, .ADTS.

f. Physical or digital models, mock-ups, installations — with
solid construction and made out of damage-resistant
materials, preferably recyclable, maximum size of 40
cm x 40 cm x 40 cm, or 100 MB for digital files.
Acceptable file formats: .OBJ, .3DS, .STL, .PLY, .GLTF,
.3DM, .FBX.
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3. The Organiser has no liability in case of failure to

download or to open a file sent by the Submitter due to
technical reasons of any kind. Having detected such a
problem, the Organiser will make an effort to notify the
Submitter soon enough to make it possible for the
Submitter and the Team to fix the situation. In such
case, the Organiser may request the Submitter to send
a file in another format or through another digital
channel. If the Submitter does not respond to such
notice or request or if the problem continues to exist,
despite the attempts to solve it, when the deadline has
passed, the Organiser may not accept the Entry to the
Competition.

4. The Competition Entry may also be created in other

form/file format than mentioned above, but in such
cases, it is required to consult technical matters with the
Organiser to confirm that it would be possible to deliver
the Entry and for the Organiser to handle it properly,
regarding logistic, organizational and technical
conditions. The contact person for this matter is the
representative of the Organiser indicated in §8(10).
Without consultation and confirmation, such
Competition Entry may be rejected.

5. Competition Entries that exceed the limits of volume
or size, including the size of digital files, may be
rejected.

6. Issues, problems, or dangers present in the
Competition Entry (e.g. hazardous waste dumped into
the forest) do not have to be based on actual cases
(e.g. hazardous waste dumped in a particular place),
but actual cases would be considered an advantage.
However, all protections should be applied to avoid the
contact of students and other persons with hazardous
materials.

7. Concepts or ideas, regarding household waste
management, including household hazardous waste
management, presented in the Competition Entry do not
have to be compatible with the present, actual local
waste management system, but such compatibility
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(meaning at least the theoretical possibility of
implementation, at present or in the foreseeable future)
would be considered an advantage.

8.The Competition Entry shall bear a title and this title
shall be provided in the Application form.

9.The Competition Entry must not be simultaneously or
have been previously submitted to other competitions.

The Competition Entry must not infringe any legal
regulations nor ethical or social standards and has to be
free of any content that is commonly regarded as
offensive.

§5 Competition time schedule and implementation
1.The Competition starts with the date of the
announcement, set on 1 April 2024. The launch
announcement will be published and distributed via
digital media channels controlled or accessed by the
Organiser, including the Organiser’'s website.

2.The deadline for submitting Competition Entries is 8
May 2024. The date of arrival at the indicated email
address or at the Organiser’s office will be taken into
account.

3.Competition Entries shall be assessed by applying the
criteria determined in §4, until tentatively 15 May 2024.

4.Results shall be announced no later than 24 May 2024
by the Organiser’s representatives during an open event
for students of primary and secondary schools at which
the awarded Teams and Schools will receive their
prizes. The results shall also be published on the
Organiser’s website and via other media channels as
appropriate.

The Organiser will announce the event mentioned in point
4 above, its date and place in particular — no later than 7
days before the event.

§6 Jury and decision procedure
1.Competition Entries shall be verified according to formal
requirements and assessed according to the criteria
determined in §4 by a Jury (hereafter “the Jury”)
appointed specifically for this purpose.

2.The Role of the Jury is also to oversee the
Competition’s implementation in terms of accordance
with the Competition Statute.
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3.The Jury shall consist of three up to five members
(uneven number) appointed by the Organiser who have
relevant knowledge and work experience (in
environmental education, social communication, waste
management and/or didactics).

4.Members of the Jury shall be appointed by the
Organiser.

5.The Jury shall have a Chairperson and Deputy
Chairperson, appointed by the Organiser or chosen by
the Jury members.

6.The role of the Chairperson or — in case of their
absence — the Deputy Chairperson is to coordinate the
work of the Jury and oversee the process of verification
and assessment of the Competition Entries.

7.The quorum for Jury meetings and voting is three,
including the Chairperson or the Deputy Chairperson.

8.Every member may resign from participation in the Jury.

9.1f a Jury member resigns after the Competition has
started or if, due to unforeseen circumstances, the
member cannot participate in the Jury work, causing it
impossible to get the quorum, the Organiser shall
appoint a permanent or temporary replacement.

10. Assessment of the Competition Entries shall
consist of two stages.

11. At the first stage, Jury Members will individually
assess every Competition Entry, meaning that every
Jury Member shall award points to every Competition
Entry, according to the scoring determined in §4(1).

12. To accelerate the first stage, The Chairperson or
—in case of their absence — the Deputy Chairperson
might decide to divide Competition Entries between the
Jury members for their assessment so that every entry
gets scores from two Jury members only. In such case,
the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson shall divide the
work by appointing two Jury members to every entry.

13. Entry’s Final score from the first stage is the
arithmetic mean of the total scores awarded by two or
all Jury members.

Up to five Competition Entries from every Age
group with the highest rank shall be qualified for the
final stage. The number of entries qualified may be
lower, especially if the total number of entries submitted
to a given age group is lower than five. The Jury may
also qualify for the final stage with fewer entries (but at
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least three) even when the number of entries in a given
age group equals or is higher than five, provided the
scoring justifies such a decision, meaning that among
the qualified five there would be one or two entries that
received a significantly lower score than the top three.

15. At the final stage the Jury shall:

a. discuss the merits of qualified Competition
Entries;

b. repeat the assessment after the discussion is
concluded by awarding points to every entry, following
the scoring determined in art. 4(1). At this stage points
might be awarded individually (every Jury member
awards points to each of the qualified entries) or
collectively (in an open discussion Jury agrees on the
number of points awarded to a given entry for a given
aspect). In the case of individual assessment, the final
score is the arithmetic mean of the total score awarded
by every Jury member.

16. If the final score indicates the three best entries in

a given Age group and unequivocally sets them in order
from first to third, these Entries should be awarded first,
second, and third place respectively and the Teams and
Schools these Entries represent shall be declared
Winners.

17. Every of the top three ranks may be awarded to

only one Competition Entry, meaning the draw on any of
the winning ranks is not allowed.

18. In case of a draw on any of the top three ranks,

the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson shall initiate an
open discussion over drawing entries. Following that,
the Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson shall order a
vote to select the Entry to be awarded a higher rank.
Whichever Entry receives more votes, shall be awarded
the rank that the draw happened on, and the other Entry
should be automatically awarded the next rank.

19. The Jury may also award a special diploma or

other recognition in a given Age group for an Entry of
great merits that did not enter the winning ranks. The
Organiser is not obliged to provide prizes for such
Entries.
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20. The decision of the Jury is final, does not require
additional justification, and might not be appealed
against.

21. Details regarding the Jury meetings and scoring
are confidential and shall not be published.

22. The Jury meetings shall be recorded in a written
report, including the list of the nominees and the
winners. Meeting reports can be prepared by a Jury
Member or any other staff member of the Organiser
appointed by the Organiser.

The Organiser shall inform the Winners about the results
by sending a proper notification to the Submitter.

§7 Prizes

1. Competition Winners, meaning the Teams and their
Mentors, as well as the represented Schools, shall
receive in-kind prizes.

2. The prizes will be composed of various educational
and personal equipment, including electronic
devices, such as microscopes, smartwatches, solar
chargers, travel backpacks, etc. Their types and
values will be appropriate for personal use by the
Teams and their Mentors and for common use by
the represented Schools.

3. The actual prizes will be announced at the awards
event.
The Organiser reserves the right to decide on the prizes,
depending on the availability and costs of appropriate
equipment.

§8 Copyright and other provisions

1.With the submission of the Competition Entry all the
copyrights relating to the submitted work are transferred
to the Organiser at no charge. The Organiser reserves
the right to use the work or some of its parts in the
following ways of exploitation:
a. In terms of recording and copying: creating copies
by a particular means of multiplication, such as,
especially, print, reprography, magnetic recording, and
digital files;
b. In terms of market placement of the Original or its
copies: placing on the market;
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c. In terms of dissemination in other ways than
determined above: public performance, exposition,
presentation, broadcasting or emission, and other ways
of publishing that allow access by anyone in the time
and place according to their demand;

d. In terms of modification and further dissemination:
using the whole work or some of its parts for the
creation of another, separate work that might later be
used in all the ways determined above.

2.Competition Entry must not infringe any law, the

personal interest of third parties, or common social or
ethical principles. In particular, the Competition Entry
must be free of content that could be considered
insulting or abusive, especially as racist, offensive
against other people’s feelings, including religious
feelings, or presenting violence. Competition Entry must
not contain any content that infringes privacy or is
protected by exclusive rights, copyright in particular if
such content has been used without permission from
the right holders.

3.The Organiser shall not return the Competition Entries

and reserves the right to use them for statutory actions,
in particular for the educational and communication
activities carried out on the Organiser’s website and in
its social media.

4. Team Members, hereafter also as “the Authors”, or in

the case of minor Authors — their Parents or Legal
Guardians, agree to the dissemination of their work and
to publishing the Authors’ names along with the School
they represent.

5.The Organiser reserves the temporarily unlimited right

to publish Competition Entries in promotional
publications and materials, occasional editions and
press releases, and on the Web, without any additional
permission. The Authors (or their Parents or Legal
Guardians) accept that they shall not receive any
remuneration relating to such publications.

6.The Authors (or their Parents or Legal Guardians)

declare they hold full copyright to the work and that by
submitting it to the Competition they transfer this full
copyright upon the Organiser, and, in case the work
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contains third persons’ images — that they have been
granted permission by these persons to use and
disseminate their image.

§9 Rules of personal data processing

1.Personal data processing, relating to the organisation of

the Competition, is done upon the applicable national
Personal Data Protection regulations and includes
personal data of the Submitters, Team Mentors, Team
Members and, in the case of minor Team Members, of
their Parents or Legal Guardians.

2.The Organiser is allowed to publish images of the

Competition participants.

§10 Final provisions

The Organiser has no liability for the postal,
courier or online transfer services that Teams or
Submitters shall use, in particular in case of delayed
delivery, loss or damage of the Competition Entry,
damage of the digital file or the impossibility to download
which have occurred at the fault by these services. The
Organisers has also no liability for any third-party action
related to the Competition nor for the losses resulting
from the Submitters providing incorrect or expired data.

All the information about the Competition and
progress shall be published on the website of the
Organiser —
https://www.hazardouswm.eu/prize _competition 3rs_arm.html.

The Organiser reserves the right to change the
Statute and to terminate or to cancel the Competition, if
due to force majeure continuation of the Competition
turns out to be impossible or impeded to a significant
extent or if due to relevant change of the applicable law,
administrative decision or legally valid court judgment
that affect the run of the Competition, provided the
Organiser publicly informs beforehand about termination
or cancellation of the Competition on its website.

Liability for any infringement of third party’s
personal rights, including image protecting rights,
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occurring within the Competition Entry, lies upon the
Authors or their Parents or Legal Guardians.

5. All specific issues not regulated by this Statute
and requiring a decision, shall be settled by the decision
of the Organiser’s authorized representative.

6. By submitting to the Competition, the Submitter
and all the Participants declare their consent to all
provisions of this Statute.

7. The Competition is not a game of chance within
the meaning determined in regulations on gambling.
8. The Organiser appoints the following

representatives as contact persons for the matters
related to the Competition:

a. In matters related to the Application form and its
submission, delivery of the entry, and Jury work: Anna
Sahakyan; phone no. +374 94 04 14 36, e-mail:
hwmproject.2020@gmail.com

b. In other matters related to the Statute: As above.

Annexes:

e Annex 1 — Application Form and Consent of Submitter
to Participate in the Competition (for a School)

e Annex 2 — Consent to Participate in the Competition (for
a minor Participant and Declaration of the Parent or
Legal Guardian regarding the minor Participant; for an
Adult Participant and Declaration by an Adult
Participant)
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